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CAT scorecards
to now come
with expiry date

Mathang Seshagirf [ Tvn

Bangalore: Starting this year, Com-
mon Admission Test (CAT)Y scores
handed outby the Indian Institutesof
Managements (IIMs) will come with
an expiry tag.

Scorecards of CAT 2011 candi-
dates hoping to make it to any of the
13 ITMs or 100-odd B-schools across
the country will be valid only until
December 31, 2012. Though conven-
tionally CAT scores have one-year
validity;, it’s the first time that ITMs
are explicit about the expiry date. No
candidate will be able to download
the scorecard from the CAT website
after December 31, 2012.

IIMs will notentertainqueriesre-
lated to issuance of CAT 2011 scores
beyond this date. The test will be con-
ducted across 36 cities from October
22 to November 18. The scores will be
announced on January 11, 2012. “We
have set a wvalidity period as IIMs
keeDh receiving reguests for score-
cards from candidates. Legally too
we felt it would be better to state the

.date beyond which scores are not val-
id,” said Janakiraman Moorthy, CAT
2011 convenor,

ITMs have also come p with a cut-
off date for OBCs to be considered for
admissions. Non-creamy OBCs in-
cluded in the ceniral list drawn up by
the National Council of Backward
Classes ason September 28, 2011 —1last
date for CAT 2011 registration — will
beused. “Subseguent changes will not
be effective for CAT 2011,” IIMSs stated.

Moreover, CAT candidates will
have to shell out more this year. IIMs
hiked the fee for CAT vouchers from
Rs 1,400 last year to Rs 1,600 this yeanr
The feefor SC/ST candidates has been
hiked by Rs 100 to Rs 800 this vear:
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here’s discontent brewing in the

Indian cyberspace. And it has

to do with the government

blocking content that it deems
“objectionable”.

What has raised hackles of Internet
freedom activists is a new set of rules
that allow Internet service providers
(ISPs) and blogging sites to remove
“objectionable” content from the Web.

This Wednesday, in a written reply,
Minister of State for Information and
Technology Sachin Pilot told the Lok
Sabha that the recently notified rules
under the IT Act to regulate the use of
Internet, “don’t give any power to the
government to regulate the content”?

Pilot added that the rules did not raise’

issues “pertaining to privacy and
violation of freedom of speech
and expression.”

Are the rules likely to affect you and
I? They may have already begun do so.

Last fortnight, when surfers went on *

to popular file-sharing sites to down-
load clips of a new Bollywood release,
‘what they got instead was a screen with
the message: This site has been blocked
as per instructions of the Department
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Indian super-cops now patrol the www hlghway

NET NANNIES New Web regulation rules ask that intermediaries block what is
deemed ‘objectionable’ content. This has raised the hackles of some internet
activists, who are calling it the Indian version of Egypt’s ‘killer switch’

of Telecom.

THE FINE PRINT

The new rules demand that the inter-

mediary notify users not to publish or
use information that is derogatory,
abusive, insulting or which violates
intellectual property rights or impacts
the sovereignty of the nation. In a
country that has 81 million Internet
users, this can never be easy.

The rules put the onus of intercept-
ing, blocking and removing objection-
able content on intermediaries — tele-
com service providers, search engines,
social networking sites and online pay-
ment sites — turning them into super-
cops of the Web. “Although the Act is
an improvement on the previous one,
the rules put too much onus on inter-
mediaries,” says Dr Subo Ray, President,
Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMAD). “The intermediaries have

\IN CHINA AND SAUDI ARABIA
GOVERNMENTS ROUTINELY
CENSOR CONTENT AND
REDIREECTT STEARCH

become the judge, the jury and the
executioner,” says Ray.
Inanation where social mores arein
a flux, mterpretauon of what is
the new rulesis wide
and subjective, says technology lawyer
Rodney D Ryder. Cont,ent deemed ‘dis-
paraging’, ing’, ‘blasphemous’ or
hateful can be blocked But who will
decide what is disparaging?”
‘The worst bit about such censorship,
says Nikhil Pahwa, editor of Medianama,
a portal that discusses issues related
to digital media, is its opacity. “It is a
distress signal for civil liberties and
India’s version of Egypt’s kill-switch.
With the UID, the government would
know who I am. With the help of tele-
com operators, they can track me with-
in 50 metres and with my mobile num-
ber, snoop in on my conversations. On
top of that, do we need Internet rules
that don’t have a provision of appeal?”
Ryder concurs: “The regulations do
not even provide a way for content
producers to defend their work or
appeal a decision to remove content.
This is against the principles of
natural justice.” |
"The rules are a case of deceptive leg-
islative drafting says cyber lawyer
Pawan i of Assocham’s

J
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cyber law committee. “The provisions
hide more than what they disclose.
Cosmetically, the new rules says that if
you are an intermediary, then you shall
not be liale for any third-party data,
information or communication link
made available or hosted by you.
Provided, and this is crucial, you follow
anumber of stringent conditions.”
Duggal says many intermediaries in

India are not aware of these conditions.”

“An intermediary will not be liable for
any third-party data made available or
hosted by it, provided it complies with
the law, exercises due diligence, does
not abet, conspire or play an active role
in a criminal activity and further, pro-
vided that once it is notified of any
offending activity, removes or disables
access of the said offending content
expeditiously. If it fails to fulfil one of
the conditions, it is open to criminal
exposure and civil exposure upto unlim-

ited damages by way of compensation.”

ISIT GAGGING NET FREEDOM?
In China and Saudi Arabia,
governments routinely censor
content and redirect search requests
to error pages. In Vietnam, bloggers
who criticise the government are some-
times arrested. And in Cuba, there is
talk of creating “a national Internet”.
Still, any talk of comparing India with
these restrictive regimes is alarmist
and stupid, says Ray of IAMAL

But over the past few years, the gov-
ernment has been gradually building

htip://arizonaindymedia.org

censorship muscle over the Internet,
say activists. In 2006, it blocked
Typepad, the blog hosting service and
abulk SMS site.

A right to information plea filed by
the Bangalore-based Centre for Internet
and Society reveals the government
blocked 1 sites between 2008 and 2011
(see box). These range from sites host-
ing the predictable girl wallpapers and

'SOURCE: CENTRE FOR INTERNET AND SOCIETY

Kamasutra to blogs discussing the free-
dom of speech.

Yet, in his written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Pilot insisted that the rules “do
not give any power to the government
to regulate the content”.

If this sparks any discontent in you
about privacy, freedom of speech and
civil liberties, think twice before
sharing the content on the Internet.
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Fake Jamia degree racket busted

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A gang that faked Jamia
Milia Islamia University degrees to
‘help’ people land jobs with BPQs
and other private firms in NCR was

"busted and five members arrested.
Three of the accused were found to be
corporate sector employees. Cops
seized 30 fake degrees and marksheets
belonging to various courses like BA,
BCom, BTechand MBA.

““We have also recovered seven blank
migration certificates, two fake rubber
stamps and logo embossing stamps of
Jamia; twenty blank sheets meant for
preparing marksheets; and many other
incriminating documents, including
registration certificates of transport
authorities of various states and VISA
stickers,” said Sandeep Goel, joint com-
missioner of police(crime).

The accused have been identified as
Nimesh Pruthi (29), Martin (35), Atif
(28), Rehan Khan (26) and Jitender (32).

TOI

CON GAME: Five men were held for giving
dud certificates to private sector job-seekers

Pruthi, Martin and Atif were the first to
be arrested from near New Friends
Colony when they were waiting for a
customer to deliver fake degrees of
BA/BCom. During interrogation, they
revealed the names of Rehan and Jiten-
der as their supphers. They were later
arrested.

“Atif was a student of Jamia, He

fraudulently procured original degrees
and got them scanned. Later, he and his
accomplices would superimpose infor-
mation on them. We are locking for an-
other person, who would procure the
embossing logo stamps of the universi-
ty,” said a senior officer of the crime
branch. Of the five, Jitender was previ-
ously involved in two cheating cases.

The accused also told police that
they have sold more than 100 fake de-
greesand marksheetsof Jamiatodiffer-
ent people. “Rehan and Jitender were
the masterminds behind the racket.
They would prepare the fake degrees
and hand them over to the other three,
who would then sell them for Rs 50,000-
Rs 55,000 apiece, They used to procure
sheets for the purpose from street ven-
dors in Chawri Bazar. The gang was op-
erating since 2009,” said JCP Goel.

Police said they haven't found any
Jamia official involved in the racket so
far, but they are probingall angles.

toireporter@timesgroup.com
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